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GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  
ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

January 25, 2012 

Issue 2 

Who’s Your King? 
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the 
name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus 
said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed 

him. 29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 
house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were 
eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 
disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”31 
Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Luke 5:27-32 

Dear Church Family, 

Pastor Steve just launched our new teaching series through Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount called “Who’s Your King?” Quite f rankly, I’m really excited. Not 
just because I love the Sermon on the Mount, but I’m excited to see what 
God’s going to do in us and through us as we take a ref lective look at the 
Kingdom King Jesus started. Pastor Steve shared about how much the Jews 
hated tax collectors. They were considered traitors, sell outs, and people who 
weren’t allowed near the Temple. Right in the midst of  all this enmity, 
Matthew, a former tax collector, reached back out to the Jews — people who 
hated him and ostracized him — with his gospel. That’s how powerfully 
transformative meeting Jesus was to Matthew: he was able to forgive and to 
love and then to reach out to his enemies. Now, that’s a testimony of  the 
power of  the gospel of Jesus Christ! 

So, what about us?  What’s our testimony of  God’s power?  What 
enemies have we forgiven and loved and reached out to?  How has the 
gospel of  Jesus Christ broken down, dividing walls of  racism, classism, and 
judgment in our lives?  You might be thinking, “Well that’s a nice story for 
Matthew, but that’s just not for me. Do you know what my ex-f riend said 
behind my back?  Do you know how much pain my ex-husband caused me?  
Do you know how much money my ex-partner owes me?  This love-your-
enemy-stuf f is great for Matthew, but my situation’s different.” Our situation 
might be different, but our Jesus is the same. Our call to be and to build the 
Kingdom of God is the same. If  you’re struggling with hurt and un-
forgiveness, here are some points which have helped me out in my own life:  

1. First: whatever it is, it cannot be undone. Sometimes, in order to 
reconcile, we’re waiting for this person to do something big in order to 
make it up to us. But, if you think about it, the reality is, whatever it is 
these people did to hurt you or your loved ones, it’s something that can 
never fully be simply repaid. How does a father go about undoing 20 
years of  neglecting his son?  How does a conf idant fully restore a 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Are you willing to in ves t a weekend  to  s treng then  your marri age?  The Ar t of Marri age con ference is coming 
again  to GVBC!  Last year, over 50 couples  attended  this powerful, Biblicall y-driven, hear t- to-heart 
conference at GVBC over Valen tin e’s Day weekend. Here are some o f th e comments from last year ’s  
attendees: 

“Thank you for  planning  this even t. It g ave us  an  oppor tuni ty to  tal k on  a l evel th at may never  have 
occurred.” 

“The most impor tant thing th at God  taught me was th at I n eed  to  be a better  l eader  and  be more 
emotio nally avail able. Develop in timacy outsid e th e bed room.” 
“I was reminded  that recei ving my husband i s a daily  deci sion.” 
“Communication  is most impo rtant to  building my marri age wi th my wi fe.” 
“I’m no t alone wi th th ese issues related  to  my relation ship with  my husband .” 
“This  was well -n eeded  in our marri age.” 

The response was so o verwhelming , we knew we needed  to  o ffer  this con ference again. So  once again , 
over Valen tin e’s  Day weekend  (Feb. 10-11) , all marri ed couples  are invi ted  to  attend  the Ar t o f Marri age at 
GVBC!  There will be si x vid eo sessions , two  on Frid ay  night from 7-9:30pm, and  four  on Saturday from 9am 
– 4pm, taught by  respected  pas tors and  marri age exper ts . For  th ose of you who attended last year, yes th e 
materi al is  th e same, but you can still be challenged anew as  you pro cess th e con ten t from a different time 
and  place in  your  marri age. Each couple will be given  a manual , which  will provide projec ts  to apply th e 
principles  taught, as well as  tips for  contin uing  to  s trengthen  their marri age. The cost is $50 per couple, 
which covers th e co st o f th e manual  and  l unch  on  Saturday. 

We recognize fo r some o f you, childcare is  an i ssue in your  deci sion to attend  this  conference. Please make 
a sincere effor t to find  your  own  childcare fo r Frid ay night and  Saturday. However , i f you run  out o f avail able 
options , you can  sign  up  for  childcare when  you sig n up  for th e Ar t of Marri age. Pastor  Daniel  will recrui t and  
oversee caring GVBC adul t/youth volun teers  to take care o f your  children for  bo th Frid ay night, 7:00-9:30pm 
and  Saturday , 9am – 4pm. For  those o f you who attended  thi s conference l as t year  and  are willing to help 
wi th childcare for  Saturday (eith er morning  or  afternoon shift) , please email  Pasto r Daniel at 
Daniel@gvbc.net. 

Please visi t th e information table in th e Cour tyard after Sunday services  to sig n up  or  to  ask questions . The 
deadlin e is  January  29, but sign up as early  as  possible!  Bring  a check for  $50 and  get ready to  be in spired  
and  chall enged in  your marri age. There’s  no  better way to  spend  Valentin e’s Day weekend than  by  to gether 
attending th e Ar t of Marri age con ference, Feb. 10-11. We encourage all GVBC marri ed  couples  to  sign  up ! 

relationship af ter a serious betrayal?  Such past hurts in this life cannot be simply undone. We have 
got to drop the expectation that it ever will.  

2. Second: the power to love an enemy is not our own. The gospel is not our own power; it is the 
power of  God enacted in us. This is why I believe our most important f irst step in this process of 
forgiveness is not to love our enemies. Our f irst step is to trust Jesus. This all begins with a depth of 
intimacy with and trust in Jesus. Therein an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ we will f ind the 
inspiration, the strength, and the power to love the unlikely. 

What I’m not saying is, something like loving an enemy is easy. But, I am inspired someone like 
Matthew actually did it. Imagine the Christians who will be struggling to live out the Kingdom life 100 
years f rom now. What inspiring stories of  God’s manifested Kingdom will be shared with them about our 
lives?  What great steps of  faith in our lives will shake their hearts?  What life transformations in us will 
they read about and praise God for?  Church, this very moment, we’re writing a living-faith story. Let’s 
get some serious Kingdom work done together! 

My Utmost for His Highest, 
Pastor James Chang  

(Who’s Your Kin? Continued from page 1) 
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(L) Jerry Sunada*, Wes Harada (Assistant Treasurer), Marsha Yoshiba (Church Clerk), 
David Cheng (Moderator), Kenichi Okada*, Jim Kawashima (Treasurer), Eileen Yorizane*, 
Sharon Woo*, Edna Uratsu*, Alina Lucas*, Rodney Tanaka* (not pictured: Stan Terasaki - 
Vice Moderator).    * Members-at-Large 

Photo by Silvio Carrara 

2012 GVBC BOARD OF DEACONS 
by Annette Kakimoto – Assistant Pastor of  Leadership Development 

 
As God’s Spirit faithfully brings people to GVBC and as we grow, we realize many of you may not be 

familiar with our leadership teams.  So we’d like to explain their ministry and introduce you to these 
leaders via the Spirit newsletters.  We also hope that if  you see these leaders at GVBC that you’ll feel 
f ree to introduce yourself , ask them questions, share some feedback or any concerns, and encourage 
them in their signif icant ministry. 

 
The GVBC Board of Deacons consists of 12 members.  There are 5 Church Of f icers (the Moderator, 

the Vice Moderator, the Church Clerk, the Treasurer, and the Assistant Treasurer) and 7 Members-at-
Large.  They serve for 3 years and are elected by GVBC members at our Annual Meeting each 
November. 

 
We appreciate and affirm that each of  our Board members are gif ted, called and devoted to the Lord 

and His Church.  They have faithfully committed themselves to be available to pray with you whenever 
you desire prayer ministry after each Sunday service. They diligently oversee a host of responsibilities, 
some of which are listed here: 

 
� See that the mission and purposes of GVBC are articulated and carried throughout the church’s 

ministries and groups. 
� Ensure that the GVBC Staff  is carrying out the purposes, mission & goals of the church. 
� Are the keepers of  the vision of  GVBC as proposed by the Senior Pastor and accepted by the 

membership. 
� Responsible for ensuring that GVBC has the f inancial resources needed to carry out its mission 

and purposes. 
� Make sure all decisions and actions meet the requirements of Christian morals, ethics and the 

law. 
 

We thank the Lord for David, Stan, Jim, Wes, Marsha, Alina, Kenichi, Jerry, Rodney, Edna, Sharon 
and Eileen! 
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CHRISTMAS SUNDAY BAPTISM TESTIMONIES 

DECEMBER 25, 2011 

Hi!  My name is Lauren Cheng and I am a sophomore at North High. I have been 
attending Gardena Valley Baptist Church ever since I was 9 months old when my 
parents adopted me f rom China. I accepted Christ when I was in the f irst grade with my 
Sunday school teacher, Mrs. Sanaye [Nagami]. 

I remember reading the Bible every night before I went to bed and praying before each 
meal. But it wasn’t until sixth grade that I understood more about the Bible and what it 
really meant to be a Christian. 

I had also attended my first Youth Winter Camp at Alpine. Throughout the weekend 
God revealed himself  to me and I got a better understanding of the Bible and who God 
was. I came back down f rom camp with more knowledge of  what it means to live out my faith. Though 
God has put me in hard trials, I was able to overcome them and as a result have a closer relationship 
with God. 

I want to thank my f riends for always being there for me and helping me to become a better Christian. I 
also want to thank my Junior High Youth Leader, Ashley [Donald], for teaching me more about God and 
the Bible. Last but not least, I want to thank my parents for being good Christian parents, supporting me 
in everything I do and encouraging me to make the right decisions. 

Good morning!  My name is Pamela Tran. I’ve been at GVBC for a little more than a 
year now. I’ve received so much more than I expected through GVBC. I gained a 
relationship with my Father in Heaven. 

Looking back, I accepted Christ in a very rushed manner. I dove into Christianity 
without a second thought. I honestly didn’t know what I was getting myself  into. When I 
accepted Christ, I gave up only a little part of my life to Him rather than all of  it. The 
high school Long Beach mission’s trip did a complete 180 to my life. God revealed 
Himself  to me in many different ways that week. It was that summer I felt so close and 
loved by Him. 

It was when school started again that I quickly drifted away f rom Him. It was such a struggle to get back 
up and rebuild the strong relationship I once had with Him. It’s during those times I feel most vulnerable, 
but God being faithful as He is, always sends me a way out. Even though it’s been a short ride, I’ve 
def initely had my ups and downs. He’s shown me such faithfulness this past year and I want to be able 
to show Him the same for the years to come. 

I’m still a new Christian and have so much more to learn. I’m at the beginning stages of  this journey, but 
I can sincerely say I’m more than excited and ready to continue with this journey of  mine to get to know 
God more and build an even stronger relationship with Him. My desire to be baptized today is to declare 
to everyone here today and God my faith in and love for Him. 

Emilio Nicola: 
God came to me 
at the summer 
camp of 2011 
with GVBC. 
During the quiet 
time, I started to 
pray and I heard 
the gladest voice. 
I f inished my 

prayer and no one was 
there. Then, I felt that 
someone was next to me. 

Nichigo Member Makoto Sato 

I had a surgery in May and my 
friend, Chris, came to help me. I 
felt God’s love through his help. 
Chris told me about the Bible study 
at Sho’s house and the 101 Class 

here at GVBC and I started learning the word of 
God. 

During the 101 Class I decided to accept Jesus as my Savior and to start 
new life with Him. 

I believe Jesus died for me on the cross and resurrected from the death 
to give me the eternal life.                                       (continued on page 4) 
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Our sincere condolences and prayers go out to: 

� Terri Yoshimura, Judy Nakagawa, and family in the passing of mother and grandmother, 

Fumiko Nakagawa. The memorial service was held on Saturday, January 21 at Green Hills 
Memorial Park. Pastor Daniel Matsuda off iciated. 

Baby Announcement 

� Congratulations to Andre & Tracy Tim Tim in the birth of  their f irst 

child, baby boy Sebastian who was born on Saturday January 21. 

 

 

Letters to our family 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for your love and support during the time of our loss 
of  our mother, Fumiko Nakagawa. A private service was held at Green Hills on January 21 
with Pastor Daniel Matsuda presiding. We were blessed in having him lead and minister to us. 
We would like to express our deepest gratitude for all your prayers, letters, f lowers, and phone 
calls. Your words of comfort and kindness will always be remembered. In addition, she really 
appreciated the visits and prayers of  Rev. Eiji and Emi Osato. Also, thank you for the beautiful 
f loral arrangement at the service. Our hearts have been touched by your love. We are so 
thankful for all of  you at GVBC. With our love and appreciation, Terri Yoshimura; Roy and 
Kyoko Nakagawa; Ben and Teruko Nakagawa; Arthur Nakagawa; and Lily and Elmer Erfurth; 
(10) Grandchildren; (15) Great Grandchildren; and (3) Great-great Grandchildren 

� Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful f loral arrangement. It added beauty and lifted our 
spirits during our father’s [Lawrence Kunio Okasaki] memorial service. Tan & Evelene Lam 
and family 

FAMILY NEWS 

(Baptisms continued from page 4) 

Nichigo Member Miyoko Sugimoto 

I was baptized at South Bay Japanese Christian fellowship in 
February 2009. I came to Christ because my two sons have 
special need and I needed help. I started coming to this 
church last September on the same day when Pastor Eiji 
started working here at a Nichigo pastor. Because GVBC has 
a wonderful Sunday school program to take care of  my sons, I 
can worship God fully every Sunday morning. I decided to join 

this church. I will continue to follow Jesus and live as a member of  this church. 
Yes, Jesus is my Savior! 

[More testimonies in the upcoming Spirit issues] 

WANTED: Volunteers for a Nichigo English Class 
Japanese not required  

 

Pastor Eiji is looking for some volunteers to help teach English to Japanese-speaking women. 
Classes will be once or twice a month. Volunteers will: decide on meeting days and times (during the 
daytime, 1½ to 2-hour  classes); d ecide on curriculum for 5 to 10 women and prepare th e lessons 
each week. We would like classes to start as soon as possible. Teaching English is a tool to help 
people come to Christ (the purpose of this class is to help Japanese to know Jesus). So, the 
volunteers need to have this same desire and prayers to reach their students for Christ — this desire 
to reach people for Christ is very important. Please call the church office if you can help or you have 
any questions. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the 
subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
 

� Winter Quarter Community Groups Begin 

Winter quarter has started and ends on Sunday, March 4. 
If you are interested in joining a Community Group, 
contact Annette via the office or email: annette@gvbc.net. 

� Getting to Know Us Luncheon 
Sunday, January 29 right after 2nd service, room 113. If 
you have been attending GVBC for a year or less, come 
meet some of our Pastoral Staff and Board members.  
Feel f ree to ask questions about GVBC. To sign up, call 
the office. 

� Obento Lunches 
The Youth Ministry is currently selling $8 tickets for a 
delicious teriyaki chicken lunch to raise funds for camp 
scholarships. You can buy tickets from individual students 
or go to the table in the Courtyard after Sunday service. 
On February 5 (Super Bowl Sunday), lunches can be 
picked up in the Community Hall between 10:30 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. Thanks for your support! 

� The Art of Marriage Seminar 

Friday, February 10, 7:00-9:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
February 11, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. [see article on page 
2]. Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681 or Daniel@gvbc.net. 

� Annual Business Meeting & Potluck 

Sunday, February 19, 5:00 p.m. potluck dinner, 5:30 p.m. 
meeting, Community Hall. EVERYONE bring a main dish 
and also: A-H – salad, I-R – rice, noodle or vegetable 

KidZone Friday Night Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. (unless otherwise specified) 

Community Hall  
First thru Fifth Grade 

 

February 3 — Card Relay/Tag Games 
February 10 — KidZone/High School Activity 
February 17 — No Meeting (President's Holiday) 
February24 — Sockey  
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: 
susan@gvbc.net 

dish, S-Z – dessert. NOTE: Single attendees bring only 

one dish. Fill out a f lier in the Narthex counter or call or 
email the off ice, jan@gvbc.net. 

� Mommy Junction 
Tuesdays starting February 28 to June 5 — every 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Room 220 and children’s 
Sunday school rooms [see article on page 7]. Contact 
Linda Matsuda, ext. 683, linda@gvbc.net. 

� Primetimer’s Trips 
•100th Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington D.C. — 
Thursday, April 12 to Monday, April 16. Cost is $1,905 per 
person double occupancy, includes roundtrip airfare, one 
checked bag per person, transfers to & f rom LAX, nine 
meals, and a fully escorted tour. Payment DEADLINE is 
Sunday, February 26. 
 

Please make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist 
Church [Primetimer’s trip in subject line]. Questions and 
info contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi via the church office. 

� 2012 Women’s Retreat — Mark Your Calendars 
Saturday, May 5 to Sunday, May 6. Special speaker is             
Dr. Joanne Jung from Biola University. Location is changed 
this year. The retreat will be held at a hotel in Simi Valley. 
More info to follow. Would you like to help in some way?  
Contact the 2012 Retreat Director Annette Kakimoto at the 
church office or email: annette@gvbc.net. 

Youth Winter Camp 

Alpine Conference Center, Blue Jay, CA. 

for all 6th — 12th grade students 
 

When: Friday, March 2 to Sunday, March 4 

Theme:  “It’s Not About Me” 

Speaker:  Tom Demorest 

Cost: $135.00 per student (normal price).  $110.00 for 
students who have never attended a GVBC 
Children’s/Youth Winter or Summer Camp.  $110.00 for 
each additional sibling f rom the same family attending this 
camp. 

Scholarships: Scholarships available f rom the church 
off ice or Daniel Matsuda. DEADLINE is Sunday, February 
19 along with your camp registration. 

Signup: DEADLINE is Sunday, February 19, but the 
earlier the better to ensure a spot!  After February 19, 
registration accepted only if space available. No 
registrations accepted af ter Sunday, February 26.  NO 
REFUNDS! 

Bus Transportation: All students ride up and back on the 

bus. If  you need to make other arrangements, please 
indicate this on your camp application. 

Registration forms: Are on  the GVBC website or 
you can pick them up at the youth meetings, f rom a 
youth leader, or church off ice. 

NOTE: Please meet in f ront of GVBC on Friday, 
March 2 at 4:15p.m. sharp!  The bus will return to 
GVBC on Sunday, March 4 betweren 3;30 and 
4:00p.m. 

 

Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,email: 
daniel@gvbc.net 
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The Spirit is copyrighted © 2011 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gvbc.info. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 
and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Issue 3 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, February 8. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 5. 

 

FISHING FELLOWSHIP’S 

DON’T-WANT-ANYMORES 

BY SHIG KAWASHIRI 

Mommy Junction Needs Your help! 

Mommy Junction meetings: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of  each month, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. at 
GVBC f rom February 28 — June 5 (only this last Tuesday is the 1st week of  the month). 

Child care volunteers needed for the Little Toot classes while moms meet during their 
special small group times. 

All class materials and activities will be prepared and organized by our Core Team. The 
children’s time consists of  a Bible story time, crafts, and interactive activities/gym time. 

Volunteers are so vital for this ministry. We have many moms eager to sign up, but the 
number of  moms we can minister to is dependent upon the number of volunteers who are 
available. 

If  you are interested in volunteering or want to attend Mommy Junction, please contact Linda Matsuda, 
ext. 683 or email her at linda@gvbc.net by Feb 12th. Thank you! 

The Fishing Fellowship would like to thank all who have contributed your 
don’t-want-anymores to our garage sales. We hold these sales twice a 
year, during the f irst weekends of June and October. Pat and Miyoko 
Yogi hosts our sales and we have lots of fun trying to sell those items to 
whoever comes by with a few cents. 

This year we were able to donate funds to two worthy projects. One 
donation was to the GVBC Friday Food Outreach directed by Jim Milligan 
and Gerald Mayewaki. They are still looking for additional volunteers who 
will have a great time preparing and serving food at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church. The other donation was sent to a Peace Corp project for a borehole (water well) in 
Malawi, a largely rural, poor country in southeast Africa. We learned of  this project through an 
article in the Daily Breeze which featured the Peace Corp volunteer, Kara Belluchi, who is a 
resident of  the South Bay. 

We received a letter last week f rom Kara who stated, “Water-born diseases will be signif icantly 
reduced among children and women will no longer have to walk miles, carrying water.”  Also, 
in the envelope was a letter f rom the local project manager, Wachi Anock Nyondo, who wrote, 
“I am very happy to receive your help for water project in Musangano Village. With my great 
smile, I say thank you VERY MUCH !!!!!  Musangano people are very happy with your help 
and they say, thank you. May God bless you and give you a long life while you are building our 
nation and our lives.” 

So, these thanks go to all of you who have contributed to these projects by donating to our 
garage sales. If  you have any question regarding the Fishing Fellowship, contact either Robert 
Arai or Willie Tsusaki via the church off ice. If you would like to know more about the Friday 
Food Outreach at St. John’s, please contact either Jim Milligan or Gerald Mayewaki via the 
church off ice. 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45am Rm 201 
 

Sunday, January 29 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ My Treasures, Matt. 6:19-24 

 
Sunday, February 5/Communion 

Pastor James Chang ~ So Worried, Matt. 6:25-34 
 

Sunday, February 12 
Pastor James Chang ~ Who’s Judging, Matt. 7:1-6 

 
Sunday, February 19 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Ask, Seek, Knock, Matt. 7:7-12 
 

Sunday, February 26 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Life & Destruction, Matt. 7:13-20 

 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

January 


